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Cross of Glory Lutheran Church 

GLIMPSES OF GLORY 

We live in a society where most people are doing everything they can to be 
secure in life. We do whatever we can to be happy. The world provides us with 
many things to cheer us up or change our mood. There are many forms of 
entertainment including sports and movies. As Christmas approaches, many will 
enjoy giving and receiving presents. We will decorate and cook. So much work 
will go into getting ready for the holidays. With it all, much remains out of our 
control. 

We hope we will be at peace, that we will feel love, and that we will experience 
joy. In the world such things are conditional. They require the right combination 
of events and circumstances. Most of the pretense of the holidays is based in 
trying to manipulate our lives in such a way that we come up with the perfect 
formula. It doesn’t always work, and even when it does to some degree, it may 
still lack the fulfillment we seek. 

Only God can satisfy. He alone is our heart’s desire.  

May Christ be in your heart and your home this Christmas. May your peace be 
that which is beyond what the world can give. May the love you feel be complete. 
May your joy be in Jesus the Son of God, the Savior of the world. 

 

Pastor Gary 

Christmas Blessings 



Notes & News 

 

Comments or suggestions? 

We’d love to hear from you. 

Have an event or meeting you 

need publicized? Contact the 

church office to be included in 

an upcoming newsletter.  

The Cross of Glory Newsletter 

is available each month on the 

church’s website. It is also 

emailed to the congregation  

in a pdf format. Paper copies 

are available upon request. 

Please contact the church 

office if you have any 

questions. 

12th Annual Christmas Tree Lighting  
& Carol Sing 
Sunday, December 15, 2019 @ 5:00 PM. 
In addition to the tree lighting and carol 
singing, everyone will enjoy fresh home-
baked pastries provided by the members 
of the congregation, and other food and 
refreshments from local establishments. 
The evening will begin indoors with the 
Carol Sing and will conclude outdoors 
with the lighting of our Christmas tree 
and Nativity! Our goal is to offer families 
and friends an opportunity to gather 
together to share some of the simple joys 
of the Christmas Season: twinkling lights, 
carol singing, and lots of tasty goodies. 
This evening promises to be fun for 
people of all ages, so everyone is invited 
to attend. Thank you and we hope to see 
you there! 
 
Holiday Services 
Sunday, December 15th our 10:30 
service will be Praise & Worship. 
Our annual Christmas Eve service will be 
Tuesday, December 24th at 7:30pm. If 
you are interested in serving on our 
worship team that evening, please 
contact the church office. 
Sunday, December 29th will have one 
service, our annual Lessons and Carols at 
10:30am. 
 
Radio Show Fundraiser 

Join us on Friday, December 20th for 
It’s a Wonderful Life Radio Show at 
7:30pm. Live onstage for one night 
only—with live music and foley sound 
effects. (Refreshments will be 
served). The suggested donation is 
$10, with all proceeds to benefit 
Cross of Glory. 

2020 Offering Envelopes 
Our 2020 Offering Envelopes have 
arrived. Please look for your labeled box 
on the table in the Narthex. 
 
Men’s Breakfast 
The next Men’s Breakfast hosted by the 
Lutheran Men in Mission will be 
Saturday, December 14th at 8am. 
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At the heart of our Advent preparation 
stands John the Baptist, who calls us to 
repent and make a new beginning. As 
the darkness increases we turn toward 
the approaching light of Christ. For 
Christians he is the root of Jesse, the 
righteous judge who welcomes all, 
especially the poor and meek of the 
earth. We wait with hope for that day 
when the wolf will dwell with the lamb, 
and there will be no more hurt or 
destruction. From the Lord’s table we 
are sent in the spirit of John the Baptist 
to proclaim that in Christ the kingdom of 
God has come near.  
 
LIRS Hope for the Holidays 
The holidays should be a magical, 
wondrous time, but this year in 
America, hundreds of children and 
families will be spending the holiday 
behind bars—because they crossed the 
United States border seeking protection.  
You can bring joy and hope to families in 
immigration detention, and to children 
who crossed our borders alone, by 
joining LIRS’s Hope for the Holidays 
annual campaign to send cards and gifts 
to families impacted by immigration 
detention. For more information, visit 
www.lirs.org/take-action/hope-for-the-
holidays. To ensure delivery to children 
and families in time for the holidays, 
cards and donations must be sent in by 
December 6th, 2019. 
 
ELCA Young Adults in Global Mission 
(YAGM) 
Applications for the ELCA’s Young Adults 
in Global Mission (YAGM) program are 

now open, and you can invite young 
adults on this yearlong journey abroad. 
If you know young adults age 21 to 29, 
this is the time to reach out. Encourage 
them to apply for YAGM by the priority 
deadline of January 15, 2020. Talk to 
them personally about what this 
opportunity will mean for their faith, 
identity, career and understanding of 
God’s work in the world.  
 
Midnight Stillness 
In her December column for Living 
Lutheran, ELCA Presiding Bishop 
Elizabeth Eaton reflects on the mystery 
of the season: the expectation and 
longing of Advent and the true gift of 
Christmas—”the helpless baby in a 
wooden manger, a broken man on a 
cross.”  
 
On Christmas Eve, there always comes a 
time when everything is finally still. Once all 
the preparations and decorations, extra 
choir rehearsals and Christmas pageants, 
shopping and holiday parties have been 
completed, peace descends. 
For me, that time always came after the 11 
p.m. candlelight service. After the 
congregation went home, after I turned off 
the lights and locked the doors, as my 
daughters and I drove home through the 
dark and quiet streets, I would then settle 
into silence. Once home and after my 
husband and children went to bed, I could 
continue in that Christmas Eve stillness and 
reflect on the mystery of Advent and 
Christmas. 
Advent—a season of expectation. God is up 
to something. We are urged to watch and 
wait. “Get you up to a high mountain, O 
Zion, herald of good tidings; lift up your 
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https://www.livinglutheran.org/2014/11/cross-true-gift-christmas/


voice with strength, O Jerusalem, herald of 
good tidings, lift it up, do not fear; say to the 
cities of Judah, ‘Here is your God!’” (Isaiah 
40:9). “At midnight there was a shout, ‘Look! 
Here is the bridegroom! Come out to meet 
him’” (Matthew 25:6). 
There are Advent calendars, with each 
opened window drawing one closer to 
Christmas. Advent wreaths light the way. In 
Cleveland in the late ’50s and early ’60s, 
every child would rush home from school to 
catch Mr. Jingeling on TV. (Trust me, every 
Clevelander of a certain age can sing the Mr. 
Jingeling song.) 
Advent is our time and is filled with longing—
for peace, for a just world, for restored 
relationships, for God. The Advent lessons 
from the prophet Isaiah are filled with the 
sorrow of exile and the persistent hope that 
God still cares for God’s people and will bring 
about their return to Israel. We sing, “Come, 
thou long expected Jesus, born to set thy 
people free; from our fears and sins release 
us; let us find our rest in thee” (Evangelical 
Lutheran Worship, 254). 
And come Jesus does, into our world and into 
our lives. For a brief time, generosity and 
goodwill break out. We wish strangers a 
“Merry Christmas.” We even practice a little 
patience in traffic and with relatives. Life is 
filled with possibility. 
I think about all these things in the midnight 
stillness of Christmas Eve. I consider the 
miracle of the incarnation—that God is ever 
faithful; that God is not far off but is 
Emmanuel, God with us; that in Jesus the 
Divine set aside all glory in order to take on 
our nature and be truly glorified on the cross. 
A helpless baby in a wooden manger, a 
broken man on a cross—these are the gifts of 
Christmas. 
The Christmas carol declares that the angels’ 
announcement to the shepherds “came upon 
the midnight clear” (ELW, 282). All of 

creation became the land of the midnight 
Son. The good earth and all its creatures, sun 
and moon, and stars and planets orbit in 
harmony around this center of love. 
In the stillness, I think of another midnight—
the Easter Vigil. It is the first celebration of 
the resurrection. In the vigil these words of 
the Exsultet (Easter proclamation) are sung: 
“This is the night when Christ, the Life, rose 
from the dead. The seal of the grave is 
broken and the morning of a new creation 
breaks forth out of night.” All Advent 
expectations and longings are met and 
exceeded. The ephemeral peace and hope 
we may feel at Christmas take substance and 
permanence. God’s promise has been 
fulfilled. 
There is a lot for the Christ child to do before 
the work on earth is done. Jesus will grow 
into adulthood. He will teach and feed and 
heal. Jesus will suffer the betrayal of his 
friends and will die that we might live. I think 
about this on Christmas Eve and pray, “Rest 
now, dear midnight Son.” 
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In Our Prayers 

Long-Term Illness:  

Joanne Apruzzi 

Ruth Bauer 

Phyllis Cipriano  

Khris Costa 

James D’Andrea 

Timothy Desmond 

Lauren Downey 

Sarah Downey 

Sue Downey 

Tracey Downey 

Lisa Fisher  

Elona Folk  

David Franklin 

Joan Franklin 

Kim Franklin  

Gerry 

Mary Gilligan 

Sharon Goodman  

Sandy Greer 

George Guglielmo 

Kathy Guiamano  

Fay Hake 

Jerry Hake 

Charles Herrmann 

Shirley Hicks 

William Hicks 

Tom Hoffman 

Diane Hopster  

Rich Hough 

Christopher Joyce  

Kirsten Kain 

Betty Koss 

Nathan Krause 

Erin Larson 

Susan Lewis 

Sandy McDermott 

Gale McNamara 

Kevin McNamara 

Dina Manzella 

William Mirabella  

Robbie Moffitt 

Joan Moran 

Eddie Morris 

Carmen Mount 

Emelie Murphy 

Joseph Myers  

Joanne Nisi 

Richard Paul 

James Robidas 

Bernie Schwartz 

Kay Sheeran 

Soldiers and Civilians  

      of War  

John Stables 

Teresa Toth 

Chris Vaughn 

Kaitlin Whitford 

Lois Wilson 

Grace Zachary 

October, November, 

December: 

Donna Kelly and family 

Aurea Luz Gonzalez 

Condolence Prayers for: 

Jane Harrison Heide 

Lia Burgi 

Prayer Requests 

Please add the following person(s) to Cross of Glory’s Prayer List: 

Name:________________________________________ 

Prayer Concern: 

_______Hospitalized   _______Recuperating   _______Homebound 

_______Outpatient   _______Other    _______Please remove the above 

            person from the Prayer List 

 

Submitted by:____________________________ Date: _______________________ 

Phone: _____________________ Relationship to above:____________________________ 

 

Please check one: _______Long-Term Prayer List  _______3 Month Prayer List 

 

You may give this form to an usher, place it in the offering plate, or drop it off in the church office. 
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Congratulations and best 

wishes to everyone 

celebrating this month! 

 

Don’t see your birthday or 

anniversary? Please make 

sure the church office has 

your information. 

732-583-1118 or 

crossofglory@verizon.net 

 

3rd—Ryan Goodman 

6th—Susanne Klein 

Isabella Vaughn 

7th—Madison Weg 

10th—Claire Phelps 

13th—Chris McKeever 

14th—Duane Noch 

15th—Kerry Steed 

21st—Valerie Ferrera 

23rd—Matthew Nichols 

Lynn Paul 

25th—John Maloney 

 

December Birthdays 
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Cross of Glory Lutheran Church 

12th Annual  
Christmas Tree Lighting  

and Carol Sing 
Sunday, December 15, 2019 at 5pm 

Come Sing Carols then step outside to watch us light our  

Christmas Tree. Enjoy refreshments provided by Delicious  

Orchards, Dearborn Market, DeMarco’s Caterers, Jersey Mikes, 

and many others. See Santa Claus!  

All are welcome!  

Great for families! 

95 Cambridge Drive Aberdeen 

732-583-1118 


